
PEFC UK is pioneering a fresh approach to sustainability and certification for local 
authorities and is seeking to deliver a new landmark national UK benchmark.

Trees Outside Forests: Exploring Local 
Authority Certification Options

Urban and peri-urban environments include trees along 
our main roads, side streets and suburbia, plus parks and 
gardens, schools and hospital estates as well as along 
rivers, canals and other watercourses. Management and 
protection of this network of valuable resource is the 
responsibility of many public sector bodies, local authorities, 
city and district councils – all as part of an overarching tree 
and woodland strategy within local boundaries. 

Trees, woodland and green spaces owned by local 
authorities provide a wealth of economic, environmental, 
social and cultural benefits for communities. This ranges 
from flood protection, reducing air pollution and lowering 
urban temperatures, to providing natural and biophilic 
surroundings, providing jobs and having a huge impact on 
improving everyone’s physical and mental health.

Nationwide there is an increased focus and attention across society on trees and our woodland 
areas. Our green spaces provide the backdrop to our towns and cities and whilst everyone 
knows trees grow in forests, it is important to remember they also grow outside it. In fact, recent 
mapping carried out by scientists at Forest Research showed that one third of UK tree coverage 
is outside designated woodlands.



Cheshire West and Chester Council owns over 500 hectares 
of woodland and approximately 28,000 trees. Using the Green 

Infrastructure Valuation Toolkit, the economic value of the woodland and 
trees owned by the council is over £7billion.”

Cheshire West & Chester Tree and Woodland Strategy

How can the management of these trees and woodland assets be improved 
and how can these ‘assets’ be further protected?
Traditionally, trees in urban and peri-urban environments 
situated outside nationally defined forests/woodlands 
were outside the scope of PEFC’s global sustainable forest 
management certification scheme. PEFC has changed this 
and now offers an approach where Trees Outside Forests 
(TOF), managed in accordance with the relevant PEFC 

International sustainable forest management benchmarks, 
can be certified. PEFC UK has seized this opportunity and 
developed a national ‘Trees Outside Forests’ standard 
for trees situated in urban spaces and will build upon 
the findings of a successful pilot test with Sheffield City 
Council.



Delivering the Best in Sustainability and Certification 
for Your Area

The UK TOF standard is based on the requirements of the 
current UK Woodland Assurance Standard (UKWAS). This 
is the national standard for forest management certification 
in the UK and is endorsed by PEFC International. Using 
UKWAS as a basis for the TOF standard ensures that there 
is a consistent approach to how sustainable management 
is assessed at both a forest management and TOF level. 
This also means that any timber sourced from TOF areas 
covered by certification, can be sold as PEFC certified.

Certification to the UK TOF standard is designed to 
be a cost-effective and straightforward way to clearly 
demonstrate how the trees inside local authority 
boundaries are managed within a sustainable forest 
management framework, as delivered through PEFC 
certification. This will deliver positive impact across 
the landscape and extend the impact of PEFC, 
sustainability, responsible sourcing and ethical business 
‘beyond the forest’.

With climate care and land use under immense scrutiny, all 
aspects of society want to see managers and custodians 
of trees and woodlands – on a local and national level – 
enhance what they do for the environment. This expanded 
PEFC certification option will support local authorities to 
improve the sustainable management of 

their trees and woodland areas. PEFC TOF certification 
will reinforce leadership, demonstrate robust environmental 
management that can be independently verified and 
easily recognised. Compliance to the standard will be 
assessed by one of our UKAS accredited, third party 
certification bodies.
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Key Benefits for Local Authorities

What is PEFC?

What’s Next and How to Get Involved

PEFC is the world’s largest forest certification system 
providing assurance that forests are managed in line with 
challenging global environmental, social and economic 
requirements and works with thousands of forestry 
industry stakeholders. Almost 300 million hectares of 
forest area are managed in compliance with PEFC’s 
internationally accepted Sustainability Benchmarks with 
71% of all certified forests globally certified to PEFC. 

Currently more than 29,800 companies and organisations 
have achieved PEFC chain of custody certification in more 
than 80 countries and display PEFC’s distinctive ‘two trees’ 
logo. PEFC certification is also a standard of choice for public 
timber procurement policies in addition to numerous private 
timber procurement policies and demonstrates compliance 
with legislative requirements such as the impending 
European Union Deforestation Regulation (EUDR).

TOF will add a new dimension to local authority 
sustainability reporting and help clearly demonstrate that 
the trees and woodland areas they are responsible for 
are being managed and resourced at the highest level. 
PEFC UK wants to work with local authorities to create 

a network of urban environments across the UK where 
the trees that are present are managed sustainably 
to maintain and enhance the economic, social and 
environmental benefits they provide the communities 
that live there.

PEFC UK is trying to establish the appetite for the adoption of the Trees Outside Forest 
Certification Standard from local authorities. To help us do this we would like to understand 

more about how this would integrate into your existing corporate strategy. 
If you would like to discuss this in more detail and want to know more about our plans, 

get in touch with our Executive Director, John Kirkby: jkirkby@pefc.co.uk

Act in accordance with a range of 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Create social value and promote local 
areas as attractive places to live, study, 
visit or work 

Increase and promote UK woodlands and 
green space coverage

Achieve Biodiversity Net Gain targets and 
protect local ecosystems

Help towards environmental, social, and 
governance (ESG) aims and net zero 
carbon targets

Adopt a standardised method and planning 
policy for managing trees and woodlands 
across different areas and services

Deliver low carbon solutions and reduce 
local authority carbon footprints

Attract wider business investment 
opportunities

Develop and display confidence surrounding 
responsible sourcing and ethical behaviour

Increase profile surrounding sustainability 
and develop a national champion status  

mailto:info@pefc.co.uk
https://www.pefc.co.uk/
mailto:https://www.linkedin.com/company/pefc-uk-limited/?subject=
mailto:https://www.instagram.com/pefc_uk/?subject=
mailto:https://www.youtube.com/user/pefcinternational?subject=
mailto:jkirkby%40pefc.co.uk%20?subject=

